
Oesophageal Cancer
Westminster Campaign
How to lobby your 
Member of Parliament

Lobbying MPs is an
essential part of the
OCWC and its objectives
with the aim of
campaigning for effective
Parliamentary action
against the devastation of
Oesophageal Cancer.

MPs are very sensitive to
requests made by
constituents even if they
disagree with them.  This
brief guide will help you
to engage with our
awareness raising
campaign on Oesophageal
Cancer, thereby helping to
raise the profile of this
issue together at
Parliament.

Who is my Member of Parliament?

The first step to lobbying Parliament is to
find out as many basic details about your
MP as possible, i.e. his/her name, party and
constituency. To find this information out,
telephone the House of Commons
information service on 020 7219 3000, or
visit www.writetothem.com to receive this
information.

How should I approach my MP?

The OCWC campaign has produced a
template letter which you can use with the
campaigns objectives. The letter requests
that your MP writes to the Health Minister
and for a meeting with you either in your
constituency, or at the OCWC Westminster
Reception/Lobby day.  

My MP has agreed to write to the Health
Minister

If your MP accepts a request to write to the
Health Minister we can provide a template
letter for your MP to use to send on to the
Health Minister.

The process works in this format:

Write to your local MP  
▼
Local MP writes to the Minister     
▼
Minister responds back to the MP

Although MPs are often happy to write to
the Health Minister on a particular issue,
they sometimes struggle to write a letter
because of other commitments. A draft
letter for the Minister speeds up the overall
process and often produces effective
results. The Health Minister will respond to
your local MP and you should receive a
letter with a copy of the Minister’s
response. This will either be provided by
mail or attached via email.

My MP has agreed to meet with me

Depending on your MPs availability, you
should receive a response to a meeting in
your constituency or at the OCWC
reception/lobby day.

Planning a meeting

Decide on an agenda for the meeting, for
example:

1.    Introduce yourself and why you
support the OCWC campaign

2.    Give some brief background
information on how you have been
directly/indirectly affected by Barrett’s
Oesophagus/Oesophageal Cancer

3.    Ask your MP to take some form of
action, for example, to: write to the
Health Minister; sign the Early Day
Motion; attend the OCWC
Reception/Lobby Day (if applicable), or
table a written or oral question

4.    Ask for his/her thoughts and comments
on what you have said and asked

At the meeting

•     Dress to impress
•     Be punctual and polite
•     Ask for copies of any letters, responses,

and Parliamentary questions on the
subject to be sent directly to you

Follow up

Write and thank your MP for the meeting.

Follow up any actions which your MP
agreed to take.



Thank you very much for engaging in this process and helping to raise awareness on this important issue.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us at:

William O’Brien - William@pbpoliticalconsulting.com or call 0207 735 6963

Steps to the campaign

1.   Call the Houses of Parliament (020 7219 3000) or visit the
website www.writetothem.com and identify who your
representative MP is

2.   Contact William at william@pbpoliticalconsulting.com for a
draft letter to your local MP which will contain all the content
required to raise this issue

3.   We will also attach a separate draft letter to the Minister. Your
local MP will review before hopefully sending to the Health
Minister

4.   You should then receive a response from your MP responding
to your request for a meeting and writing to the Health
Minister 

5.   A response from the Minister will follow generally between 4
– 8 weeks after your MP has sent the letter

6.   We then request that you contact William at
william@pbpoliticalconsulting.com with a copy of any
responses you receive from your MP so that we can record the
campaigns progress and use any information it may contain for
our campaign

Further Information

•    You may choose to send the letter by both mail and email to
make sure that your MPs office receives it as soon as possible

•    Your local MP may decide to amend the letter. This is perfectly
normal, but the template letter saves a great deal of time and
helps speed up the process

•     Often but not always, the MPs office will get in touch to
indicate that your MP will send the letter onwards

OCWC Rally

The rally will take place for supporters before the Lobby activity on
the day.  The purpose of the Rally is for supporters to speak to a
Member of Parliament and receive advice on how to best engage
with MPs.  A committee room will be booked, and supporters will
be invited to attend before moving on to the days other activities.
This will be an opportunity for supporters to ask questions to the
MP attending the really about what outcomes one should aim to
achieve.

OCWC Lobby

A mass lobby of Parliament is when a large group of supporters
attend Houses of Parliament to speak to their individual Members
of Parliament about an issue of common concern. Part of each
supporters engagement with their MP we hope, will include a
request to meet at Westminster on the day of our event.

The OCWC campaign will provide supporters attending the lobby
with tailored material to use if they meet their MPs.

Green Card

In some cases, a supporter may be unable to arrange an
appointment with his/her MP, in which case, they will have the
opportunity to fill in a Green Card in Central Lobby. Officials in the
building will make every possible attempt to find the MP and ask
him or her to meet you in Central Lobby. 

OCWC Reception

The reception will take place at the House of Commons Terrace,
which overlooks the river Thames. The reception will provide an
opportunity for all stakeholders to come together in a networking
environment to discuss the provision for Barrett’s Oesophagus and
Oesophageal Cancer.  The reception will consist of 4 – 5 speakers
which will aim to include Parliamentarians, a Minister or Shadow
Minister, a representative from NHS England or another relevant
body, a clinician and a supporter. 

Parliamentarians who attend will be urged to sign the OCWC’s
Parliamentary Pledge, which will reflect the campaign objectives.

•     12.00am – 12.45am: Rally meeting. Supporters to get insight
from an MP on how to best communicate with
Parliamentarians

•    1.00pm – 4.00pm: Mass lobby of Parliament. Supporters may
have arranged to meet their MPs already, if this is the case they
will be able to contact their offices or meet the MP in central
lobby. If supporters have not already contacted their MPs to
let them know they will be attending, they will need to ‘green
card’ the MP at the desk in central lobby

•    4.00pm-6.00pm: Campaign reception on the House of
Commons Terrace


